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ABSTRACT

This paper analyzes the image of the Galician workers who participated in the construction of the
Panama Canal in the United States press. The main objective is to find out what are the most relevant
aspects of their ethnic characterization and to what extent the American newspapers reproduced or
departed from the stereotypes of Galicians, both in Spain and Latin America. And, at the same time,
to investigate the causes of these ethnic characterizations and possible propagandistic interests, since
the construction of this seaway arose not only out of a need for communication between two oceans
but also as a project for the image of this country as a new world power. Through qualitative
techniques and a wide selection of news and reports on the object of study, several categories of
analysis are established, that show that the profile of Galicians who represented most newspapers
tried to avoid the negative stigma that, in general, it was attributed to the Spaniards after the military
confrontation in 1898, as backward and lazy people. Influenced by a campaign led by the Canal
construction company and the US government, some American newspapers recognized Galician
immigrants with broad work qualities, to prevent public opinion from relating them to the decadent
image of Spain that anti-Spanish propaganda had spread in the late nineteenth century.

Keywords: Galician Emigration; Panama Canal; Press; United States; Propaganda; Public Relations

RESUMEN

Este trabajo analiza la imagen de los obreros gallegos que participaron en la construccion del Canal
de Panama en la prensa de Estados Unidos. El objetivo principal es averiguar cuales son los aspectos
mas relevantes de su caracterizacion étnica y en qué medida los periddicos norteamericanos
reprodujeron o se apartaron de los estereotipos que habia de los gallegos, tanto en Espafia como en
Latinoamérica. Y, al mismo tiempo, indagar las causas de estas caracterizaciones étnicas y posibles
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intereses propagandisticos, ya que la construccion de esta via maritima surgid, no sélo por una
necesidad de comunicacion entre dos océanos, sino también como un proyecto de imagen de este
pais como nueva potencia mundial. Por medio de técnicas cualitativas y una amplia seleccion de
noticias y reportajes sobre el objeto de estudio, se establecen varias categorias de andlisis que
demuestran que el perfil de los gallegos que representaron la mayoria de los periodicos intentaba
evitar el estigma negativo que, en general, se atribuia a los espafioles tras el enfrentamiento militar en
1898, como gente atrasada y holgazana. Influida por una campafia dirigida por la empresa
constructora del Canal y el gobierno norteamericano, algunos periodicos estadounidenses
reconocieron en los inmigrantes gallegos amplias cualidades laborales, con el fin de evitar que la
opinion publica los relacionase con la imagen decadente de Espafia que la propaganda antiespafiola
habia difundido a finales del siglo XIX.

PALABRAS CLAVE: Inmigracién Gallega; Canal Panamé; Prensa; Estados Unidos; Propaganda;
Relaciones Publicas
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Translation by Paula Gonzalez (Universidad Catdlica Andrés Bello, Venezuela)

1. Introduction

The Galician emigration to Panama to work on the construction of the interoceanic canal was an
alluvial phenomenon limited to a temporary space of 8 years duration and, due to its seasonal nature,
did not have a significant continuity in time, which differentiates it from the main migratory currents
that developed in the period of the great migrations to America, between 1870 and 1930 (Moya,
1998, p. 45, Moya and McKeown, 2011, p. 17). From the beginning of 1906 to the end of 1908,
8,298 Spaniards’ left legally for the Central American country, of which 5,983 were Galicians, 72.7
percent, according to the calculations of Juan Manuel Pérez (2007, p. 105). According to this author,
to this figure should be added some 3,000 more, which after the government ban in mid-November
1908, did so illegally from different ports in France and Spain, via Costa Rica and Cuba, until the
end of 1912, which adds up to a total figure of 11,298, of which, if the previous percentage were
maintained, around 8,000 would come from Galicia. Another contingent must be added, without
known figures, of clandestine emigrants during the first three years of the works, made up of those
under the age of twenty-five, the minimum age authorized by the Spanish government to be able to
emigrate because they were of military age.

The need for workers was pressing, so the company in charge of the construction, the Isthmian Canal
Commission? (hereinafter ICC) was an active accomplice of this illegal labor emigration, as it paid
25 pesetas per person shipped to Panama to the Vigo consignee Estanislao Duran, who alleged that
part of that amount was used to bribe the authorities (Park, 1906, September 17™). In January 1906,
those responsible for the ICC began recruiting Spanish workers in Cuba, and, once their efficiency
was proven, they continued in Spain until mid-November 1908, when the government headed by
Antonio Maura prohibited recruitment. From that date on, the number of Spanish workers gradually

! Figure published by the Isthmian Canal Commission (ICC) in its official newspaper The Canal Record (1914, p. 3), a
figure to which should be added 500 more brought from Cuba, almost all Galicians.
2 public company dependent on the United States War Department.
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decreased until 1912, when the workload was significantly reduced. Only a few more immigrants
arrived before the end of the construction, in August 1914.

Taking into account the influence of the press in the construction of identities (Maiz, 2003, p. 106),
the object of study is the information published of Galician workers in the Panama Canal in a large
sample of US newspapers between 1906, when the recruitment of Galician workers began, and in
1915, shortly after the works were finished, although it is in the first two years when the greatest
amount of news on the subject is concentrated. Faced with the coverage of the Spanish press, which
adopted, in general, a very critical attitude towards the working conditions in the Canal and the
treatment received by Spanish workers (Formoso and Pena-Rodriguez, 2018, p. 39), the discourse of
the North American media, influenced by the role of their country as a new colonial power and
administrator of the Panamanian isthmus, could have a different approach. Especially, if the analysis
is made within the framework of the differences between the political models of Spain and the
United States and their bilateral relations.

In those years, the American press as a whole was a flourishing business outside the public powers,
with its lights and shadows. As a relevant fact in its development, it is worth highlighting the birth
at the beginning of the 20™ century of modern investigative journalism, known by the pejorative
name of Muckraking, in which the novelist Upton Sinclair and journalists Ida Tarbell, Lincoln
Steffens, Jacob Riis, Nellie Bly, Charles Edward Russel, and Edwin Makham (Feldstein, 2006, p.
107) stood out. A phenomenon that coexisted with the sensationalism of the headlines of William
R. Hearst, who put sales before journalistic ethics (Procter 1998). The number of newspapers
doubled between 1892 and 1914, going from 1,650 to 2,250 and, if all of them are included, in
1900 it reached 5,500 titles. This magnitude of the press business led to two opposite effects from
the point of view of journalistic quality: on the one hand, it facilitated their effective independence
from the public powers, but at the same time, frequently, the ambition to increase the volume of
turnover was imposed to the most serious news line of the newspapers, abusing sensationalism
(Wagenknecht, 1982, p. 195).

2. Objectives

Within the framework of analysis of this singular migratory phenomenon, the main objective of this
work is to study the most relevant ethnic and cultural traits of the Galician workers who worked in
the Canal and their representation in the United States press, within the general context of Galician
emigration to America, where peninsular stereotypes about Galicians were reproduced in their
migratory destinations, particularly in Argentina (NUfez-Seixas, 2015 and 2017, Lojo, 2017, Farias,
2010; Guidotti, Lojo, and Farias, 2008) and Cuba (Vidal-Rodriguez, 2003 and 2005).

As no less important objectives, it will be analyzed in the first place, if the North American press
assumed the negative stereotypes about the Galicians existing in Ibero-America or, on the contrary,
given the peremptory need for labor for the construction of the canal, a different image was divulged,
less pejorative or even positive about them, and, at the same time, inquire about what the causes
could be. Secondly, the aim is to find out to what extent the ethnic identity of the Galician workers
survived and was manifested in the Canal Zone, differently or not, from that of other Spaniards, and
if this differential mark was reflected in the most relevant newspapers in the United States.

The work is based on the hypothesis that faced with the coverage of the Spanish press, which
adopted, in general, a very critical attitude towards the working conditions in the Canal and the
treatment received by the Spanish workers (Formoso and Pena-Rodriguez, 2018), the discourse of
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the North American media, influenced by the role of their country as a new colonial power and
administrator of the Panamanian isthmus, could have a very different approach. Mainly, if the
analysis is done in the context of the notorious differences between the political models of Spain and
the United States.

Starting from this frame, several questions are raised that we will try to answer:

a) What were the main features of the representation of the Galician workers in the canal in the
North American press?

b) What was their ethnic archetype? Was there a distinction regarding the rest of the Spaniards?
If there was, what did it consist of?

c) Was the image of the Galician workers in the journalistic discourse of the United States a
reflection of the stigma or social stereotypes associated with immigrants from Galicia in Latin
America?

d) Was their overall image positive or negative?, and

e) Did the North American government develop a Public Relations strategy or campaign
concerning its management of the construction of the isthmus that affected the perception of
the Galician workers?

3. Methodology

The media have played -and still have- a major role in the reproduction, construction, distortion (and
even dissolution within the framework of an inter-ethnic or intercultural society) of a collective
identity, be it of an ethnic, religious, or national community (or idea of a nation) or any other nature.
The concepts, traditional rituals, and symbols, elaborated by cultural, political, and economic elites,
when they are disseminated through certain media narrative formats and codes, do so following
interpretive frameworks, a perspective from which facts are valued and selected (the media agenda),
as well as the aspects that frame them in a specific context (framing) (Ardévol-Abreu, 2015). A
process in which the forms of language and the gaze based on cultural or ideological values or
prejudices are a means that can determine the representation, perception, and creation of reality,
which journalists adjust based on the feedback from the editors and the public (Rodrigo-Alsina and
Medina, 2009, p. 29).

To study the North American press, qualitative techniques based on discourse and content analysis
have been applied, which have served to interpret the image of Galician immigrants according to the
following categories or analysis frames:
1. The existence (or not) of stereotypes about Galicians in the reference newspapers of the
United States.
2. Their ethnic representation in comparison with the Spaniards in the framework of the
complex Spanish-North American relations.
3. The assessment of their work performance in the Panama Canal works.
4. Their archetypal characterization from a racial and cultural perspective.

The collection of hemerographic sources has been carried out through the catalog of the Library of
Congress of the United States and the Newspaper Archive databases, complemented with the
consultation of the repositories of the great newspapers of the time: The Washington Post, that of
greater circulation in the capital, and The New York Times, which at that time opted for rigorous
journalism in contrast to the tabloids New York World, by Joseph Pulitzer, the New York Journal, by
William Hearst, and the late The Outlook, which in the first decade of the 20" century was, together
with The Independent, one of the most influential weekly newspapers (Wagenknecht, 1982, p. 216).
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General searches have been carried out based on specific terms such as “Panama Canal”, “Galician
immigrants”, “Gallegos”, “Galicia”, or “Spanish Immigrants”, which have made it possible to locate
up to 42 headlines that mentioned (in some way) the Galician canal workers, fourteen of which were
limited to reproducing pieces previously broadcasted by other newspapers. This study focuses its
analysis mainly on the most extensive and relevant information or articles published by the US press.
The newspapers that referred to the Galician workers in the canal are the following: The New York
Times, New York Tribune, The News-Herald, Tazewell Republican, The Holt County Sentinel,
Coffeyville Daily Record, The Louisburg Herald, Suburbanite Economist, The Burlington Free
Press, The Portsmouth Herald, The Washington Post, The Outlook, The Washington Herald, San
Francisco Call, Oakland Tribune, The Outlook, The Charlotte News, The Daily Telegram, Boston
Evening Transcript, The New York Times, The Sun, The Canal Record, The Pittsburgh Press, The
Washington Herald, The Wichita Daily Eagle, The Boston Globe, Dayton Daily News, and St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.

The participation of Spanish workers in the construction of the isthmic canal was previously studied
in various works, among which authors such as Juan Manuel Pérez stand out, whose monograph on
Galician immigrants from the canal (2007) focuses on the figures and origins of Galician emigration
and their difficult integration into life and working conditions imposed by the North American
authorities. Greene (2004 and 2011) researched the location of Spanish laborers in a racist system. A
topic that was also addressed by Yolanda Marco Serra (1997 and 2012), who also described the
informative treatment of the Spanish newspapers El Liberal and EI Socialista, which is
complemented by a work by the authors of this article (2018), in which the phenomenon of the image
of Galician emigration in the Spanish press is extensively analyzed.

Within this framework of analysis, this article proposes a novel object of study, which aims to
approach, in an interdisciplinary and transversal way, the knowledge of the history of Galician
emigration to America through its image in the North American press at the beginning of the 20"
century.

4. Discussion of results
4.1. The stigma of the immigrant. Identity and stereotypes of Galicians in America

To put into context the representation of the Galician workers in the Panama Canal made by the
North American press, it is necessary to refer to the identity of the immigrants from Galicia and how
their social image in Ibero-America has evolved, although their media or popular representation has
always shown a tendency towards their cultural stigmatization. At the beginning of the 20" century,
Galicia was the territory with the most extensive and homogeneous differentiated ethnicity in all of
Spain, although this circumstance operated as a negative social marker (Beramendi, 2002, p. 121).

The origin of this stigma is mainly located in the Spanish Golden Age, where three fundamental
factors converged for its social construction: a strong identity, accentuated by the use of their own
language (Galician), an illiterate rural origin, and an unskilled labor occupation in the capital of the
kingdom, in Madrid, where many emigrated. Literature, particularly popular theater, helped to
spread, consolidate, and exaggerate these features. In this way, a derogatory image of Galicians
became popular, similar to the contempt of the English for the Irish, or of the French for the Gascons
(Murado, 2008, p. 73).
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But not all literary descriptions stigmatized Galicians with offensive language. In the selection of
literary fragments in which Galicia and the Galicians appear, elaborated by Teijeiro Fuentes (1996, p.
203), to the negative attributes of disloyalty, naivety (in a negative context), stinginess, lewdness,
lack of religious commitment, ugliness, dirtiness, or sloppiness, others such as beauty, goodness,
sincerity, restrained ambition, nobility, and courage, the latter two generally referring to powerful
characters, often Galician nobles with positions in the Court, were opposed, although to a very lesser
extent. Social categorization, therefore, generally imposed a stigma that placed Galicians in an
inferior place compared to other Spanish identities, such as Castilian, Basque, Catalan, or
Andalusian.

With time, the especially infamous stereotype was softened, both in Spain and in Europe. This is at
least what emerges from the compendium of sentences on Galicians and Galicia, collected by Alonso
Montero (1974) and in the German encyclopedias analyzed by Johannes Kramer (1997, p. 152).
From the grotesque clichés of the Golden Age that appear in the manual by Johan H. Zedler,
published in the 1730s, one passes to a positive look in the dictionary of Friedrich A. Brockhaus,
published in 1884 and 1908, which describes them more similar to the Portuguese than to the
Spaniards, strong, vigorous, serious, industrious, honest, respectable, and thrifty.

The stereotypes of the Galicians reached Latin America in times of the Spanish empire through
literary production and, above all, by the Galician immigration of the 19" century, coming from
agrarian environments, lacking socialization of urban habits, which again favored their
stigmatization. In Argentina, negative clichés from the Peninsula evolved and were revitalized at
certain historical moments (Moya, 2008). Among them, it is worth highlighting the independence
process, when the Galician demonym began to be applied to all Spaniards as a contempt, the same
thing that happened on the occasion of the War of the Pacific that confronted Spain with Peru, Chile,
and Ecuador (N0fez-Seixas, 2015, p. 218). Other reasons for its revitalization were the reproduction
by the Argentine press, in the middle of the 19" century, of the jokes published in Madrid about
Galicians, or the labor conflicts in which they were signified, which led to the demonym becoming
an insult or disparaging word, which made many deny their origin (NUfiez-Seixas, 2013, p. 26).

As in the Golden Age, in Argentina, and in other destinations of Galician emigration, those who held
positions, qualified professions, and intellectuals were left out of the negative stigma. The others
could be the subject of offensive or positive references, depending on the context. The most common
virtues attributed to Galicians were honesty, industriousness, and moral integrity (Lojo, 2016, p. 3).
In Cuba, where Galician immigration left a cultural imprint on local society, negative stereotypes
faded after independence. Previously, the term Galician (gallego), which meant pig to Cubans, was
extended to all Spaniards in its pejorative sense (Gonzalez-Suarez, 2005, p. 207).

After the US occupation, the new administrators were concerned about the labor shortage in the
development plans for Cuba's economy. A peremptory need for the sugar industry since the abolition
of slavery, which was aggravated by the loss of hundreds of lives during the war of independence
(Sanchez-Cobo, 2008, p. 63). Demand also grew with the improvement and construction of
infrastructures, putting Spanish immigrants in value against the Cuban workforce.

William J. Clarck's guide for business people highlighted the industriousness and commercial
initiative of the Galician and Catalan peasants, as well as their resistance and self-denial (Vidal-
Rodriguez, 2003, p. 37). In particular, the elites of the Galician colony avoided negative
symbolization, always cultivating close proximity to the present power. In the two periods of the
island's North American administration, they maintained close ties with them (Iglesias-Cruz,
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2012, p. 366), sometimes even showing their support for the integration of Cuba into the United
States and using their economic power so that the local press stopped criticizing the occupying
forces (Cuadriello, 2004, p. 209).

In fact, the Galician Center in Havana collaborated with the North American authorities in improving
the image of their labor management in the Panama Canal. In the solemn act of laying the first stone
of the new building of this institution, to which the governor, Charles Magoon, who had previously
been governor of the Canal Zone, attended, the president of the Galician entity personally introduced
him to the complacent commissioners that would report on the unfortunate situation of Spanish
workers on the island, the majority Galicians (Magoon, 1907, December 12"™). A matter, moreover,
denounced by the Spanish press and the National Civic Federation (NCF), despite this being an
entity created and financed by several North American trusts to reduce the influence of the workers'
unions (Rothbard, 1996, p. 210). The report prepared by Guerrero and Lorente (1908) was very
favorable to the government interests of the United States by pointing out only small problems,
avoiding the poor employment and health situation (Navas, 1979, p. 141).

In the Canal Zone, the middle cadres of the ICC used to differentiate Galicians from other Spaniards,
as the reports of the Zone’s Police Chief Edward Sandrad (1907, February-March) attest. However,
while the Galicians maintained a clear ethnic identity in Cuba, in Panama they adopted one that was
more permeable to circumstances, with their Spanish brand prevailing in the public sphere. The
situation there was more hostile due to the enormous cultural, language, social, and labor differences,
which stimulated a feeling of solidarity among Spaniards from different regions. In its racist
approach to the labor organization, the ICC placed workers of Iberian origin in an intermediate and
fluid stage between whites (mostly North Americans) and blacks®, thus facilitating, in different
circumstances, the management of their own racial prejudices to promote competition and rivalries
with other ethnic groups® (Greene, 2011, p. 218). The claim of their identity of the Galician
immigrants focused on their being considered white workers, since, in their perception, it implied
status and rights inherent to that quality, besides those recognized in the promises of working
conditions. These aspirations provoked strikes and other protests that served for Spaniards to unite
and put aside their regional identities (Greene, 2004, p. 79).

Anarchist leaders also collaborated in this strategy of identity cohesion (Shaffer, 2011, p. 13),
who preferred to overcome ethnic origins by defending a universalist proletarian identity, typical
of the working mentality of the time. Among the most active were some Galicians such as
Aquilino Lo6pez, Bernardo Pérez, José Novo, and Juan Louzara (nicknamed Rudolf Lone)
(Alonso, 2013, p. 51), who were grouped around the newspaper El Unico. The continuous arrival
of immigrants and the re-migration of those who were already in the Canal Zone was another of
the causes that weakened the affirmation of Galician identity, expressed by Galician immigrants
mainly in their leisure spaces, around inns ran by families from Galicia, where they spent part of
their free hours and socialized in an endogamous environment (Pérez, 2007, p. 197).

% In the context of the fantasy of racial purity of the time, the Anglo-American mentality placed Spaniards as a mixed-
race, morally blackened whites, or hybrids (see De Guzman, 2005, pp. 23-24).

* This strategy of dividing and making immigrant workers of different ethnic groups or nations compete was also
practiced by other companies in the United States. This was the case of the Graselli Chemical Company of Virginia
(Varela-Lago, 2008, pp. 156-157).
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4.2. Galicians before Antilleans. Hiring workers for the Canal

After the questioning of the Panama Canal project by Congress and part of the United States press®
due to the terrible management of the first ICC (Arauz and Pizzurno, 2003, p. 108; Mack, 1978, p.
469), at the end of 1905, the North American government carried out urgent recruitment of workers
to advance in its construction. The delay of the works was a major setback in the policy of President
Theodore Roosevelt, who shared Alfred Mahan's theory of maritime power (Baqués-Quesada 2018,
p. 114), who considered the isthmic route as a strategic objective. Its creation was also a great
propaganda opportunity to show the world the superiority and effectiveness of American technology,
as well as their political leadership (Greene, 2011, p. 37), favoring not only the country's external
image but also its internal prestige of the federal government before its citizens, within the
framework of a centralizing policy towards the federated states (Missal, 2009, p. 54).

For these reasons, the labor aspect of the construction of the canal became one of the priorities for
the US government and the ICC given the labor shortage, as this could tarnish the project’s image.
The new executives and engineers of the body in charge of carrying it out considered at the end of
1905 that it was essential to hire large contingents of efficient workers. They considered that the
Antilleans, whom they saw as indolent and lacking motivation, monopolized the demand for pick
and shovel labor in the isthmus (Roediger and Esch 2012, p. 74). The initially proposed solution was
to employ Chinese operatives, whom Chief Engineer John Stevens singled out as the best after
working with them on the construction of the Western Railways. Despite Roosevelt's support, his
claim failed due to the 1892 ban on Asian immigration (Stevens, 1915, p. 213), the opposition of the
North American unions (Shonts broke ... 1906, p. 4), and, above all, the Chinese government (Chou,
2002, p. 27). A good alternative to the Asian option was therefore necessary, that gave guarantees in
the face of public opinion.

After a failed recruitment attempt among European immigrants arriving in New York, the ICC
directed its search towards Cuba, recruiting half a thousand Spanish immigrants, almost all of them
from Galicia (Pérez, 2007, p. 78), whom the reports of the North American administrators defined
as manageable, docile®, good workers, ambitious, and intelligent white men to some extent
(Greene, 2011, p. 205; Vidal-Rodriguez, 2005, p. 333; Marco-Serra, 2012, p. 71). Qualities that, in
their opinion, equated them with Asians. The president of the ICC, T. Shonts (1915, p. 206),
sought to recruit workers of different ethnicities and nationalities to promote competition between
them and, above all, to end the Antillean labor monopoly. In order to reinforce their purpose and
from a racist mindset, the ICC classified the labor force in lists of gold (basically American
workers) and silver, with various sub-classifications, in which it classified the others. In this way,
the aim was to prevent a movement of collective solidarity among wage earners to avoid the
damage of a possible general strike (Navas, 1979, p. 97).

A large part of the Galician workers recruited in Cuba came from the public works that the United
States implemented after the Cuban independence, a sector in which many immigrants from
Galicia worked at that time (Vidal-Rodriguez 2005, p. 145; Sanchez-Cobos 2008, p. 67). However,
the opposition of North American businessmen with investments on the island to the hiring of
Spanish workers, supported by the government of Havana (Greene, 2004, p. 82. Navas, 1979, p.
10), forced the ICC to look for other options; This led them to Galician lands, where other US

> One of the harshest and most controversial criticisms was published by the journalist Poultney Bigelow (1906). An
extensive summary of it was reproduced by various newspapers.
® The negative stereotype of the docility of Galicians was also reflected by the Spanish newspaper Madrid Cientifico,
(Los esclavos modernos, 1907) which cites reports from the ICC.
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companies had previously hired workers with good results. One of them was The Cuba Company,
which, in the autumn of 1901, had sent agents to Galicia who hired 300 workers to complete the
central railway. In general, the large North American companies preferred to employ Spanish
immigrants rather than Cubans, and for the most sacrificed and lowest-paid tasks, particularly
Galicians (Vidal-Rodriguez, 2005, p. 231).

To attract workers in Spain without bothering the Spanish government, which did not frontally
oppose, but did not want to be seen as a collaborator either when the wound of the 1898 war had not
yet healed (Park, 1906, November 14™), the agent of the ICC Leroy Park established a recruitment
office in Paris. One of his places for recruitment in Galicia was the offices of the ship agent
Estanislao Durén, in the port of Vigo. In almost two and a half years, between June 1906 and
November 1908, he managed to embark 8,298 Spaniards with the complicity of some relevant
authorities and personalities, such as the former president of the government Eugenio Montero Rios
(1906, July 12™), or the reluctance of his successor, Segismundo Moret (Varela-Lago, 2008, p. 193),
as part of the political game of the time and probably in the context of the negotiation of a
commercial agreement between Spain and the United States. Leroy Park, however, always remained
hidden from the eyes of the Spanish public opinion, despite attending some social events in the

Galician city, he managed to pass before the local press as an "American capitalist’”.

4.3. “North Spanish Blood”. Galician workers in the American press

The first news of the hiring of Galician workers appeared in newspapers in the United States as early
as 1906. For the average American reader, the word "Galician™ was possibly unknown and, in the
best of cases, perhaps he was aware of the pejorative meaning that, since the occupation of Cuba,
was applied in the form of synecdoche to all Spaniards. However, from the point of view of the
image, for the US authorities "Galician™ was an opportune demonym because it disguised their
Spanishness since the traditional bad image of the Spaniards in their public opinion had worsened
during the war of 1898 and successive propaganda campaigns of delegitimization as a former
colonial power.

The American press had then represented the Spaniards as indolent, weak, and uncivilized people,
not only through literary narrative but also through iconographies and caricatures such as the one that
paradigmatically represented Spain as a decrepit bullfighter, with a white beard, a symbol of the past,
old, decadent, unable to face its responsibilities (Payne, 2003, p. 156). This was a common profile in
the image of Spaniards disclosed throughout the 19" century by historians such as William Prescott,
who was highly influential in North American historiography, in contrast to the values that American
society attributed to itself (Boyd, 2002, p. 319).

When the recruitment of immigrant workers in Cuba began, the newspapers that published
information about this fact highlighted two racial singularities of Galicians: that they had an ethnic
identity different from that of Spain and that their physical and psychological profile was suitable for
working in the Panama Canal. These traits can be archetypally observed in an extensive chronicle
published by the New York Tribune on February 25", 1906, which also reflects many of the negative
clichés with which Galicians were stigmatized in Spain. However, this newspaper, owned by the
journalist, republican politician, and negotiator of the Peace of Paris, Whitelaw Reid (Barral-
Martinez 2000, p. 630), considered the Galician workers as appropriate for this project: “they are
well adapted to physical labor on the canal, (...) besides being strong and able to work hard and

” This is how the Faro de Vigo (Fiesta artistica, 1906, p. 2) adjectives him when citing him as one of the prominent
attendees at a party offered by Estanislao Duran.
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long under a hot sun, they are accustomed to going away from home to perform manual work”.
(Gallegos at home, 1906, p. 2).

Most of this chronicle®, published in the following 5 months by 11 newspapers, deals with
highlighting their ethnic characteristics, presenting them as the strongest peasant race in Spain. After
highlighting their work qualities and the need to emigrate due to poverty, he describes them as
people who love their land, close to the Portuguese, and different from the Spaniards due to their
cultural characteristics, traditions, and language. That is to say, implicitly, it was communicated that
they did not share the negative stigmatization of Spaniards, extended after the Spanish-American
war.

Despite placing them in a different category than Spaniards, the social stereotype that the New York
Tribune outlines of Galicians is, for the most part, a compilation of the most negative clichés. To
exaggerate their poverty, it picks up one of the derogatory sayings that circulated throughout the
Peninsula: “when they celebrate a wedding, feast on bread crusts”. And it adds attributes typical of
the Golden Age literature, as has been outlined above: “If the Gallego were only as clever as he is
crafty, he would be well to do instead of a" hewer of wood and a drawer of water . Lacking in
cleverness, he is an artful dodger.” The New York Tribune even points out that they were unreliable
and their word was worthless. It described them as coarse, who took courtesy as a sign of weakness,
which is why, when negotiating contracts, it recommended intimidating them: "It is essential that
one assume from the beginning that it will be necessary to browbeat him." And in another paragraph,
to make the character attributed to the Galicians more expressive, it makes a comparison with oxen
and bulls: “The people of Galicia have been likened to bullocks -heavy, plodding, occasionally
vicious- without the charging courage of the bull." This chronicle was reproduced by eleven
newspapers in cities in the South, Midwest, and one in New Hampshire. As was usual in journalism
at that time, no sources were cited in the chronicle, and "it is said" was used to draw conclusions,
which leads to thinking that the information could have been extracted from an encyclopedia, a travel
book, or indirect testimonies, perhaps collected in Cuba.

This negative portrait of Galicians is not reflected in the other newspapers analyzed, which
emphasize their work qualities for the construction of the canal and their ethnic differences with
other Spaniards. The New York Times represented Galicians with some values similar to those of the
United States, especially in the north (Boyd, 2002, p. 319), highlighting their austere sense and
attachment to work: “/they] are notable all through those parts as laborers of industry, sobriety and
hardiness™. Besides being industrious, they were also pragmatic and not superstitious, as
represented by The Daily Telegram in a story published and set in Lisbon, one of the traditional
destinations of Galician emigration in the first decades of the 20™ century (Twiss, 1907, p. 3).

To the American mind, these qualities might not go well with living in poverty to the point of having
to cross an ocean to get a modest pick and shovel job. This contradiction was clarified by The New
York Times by pointing out their origin from remote mountains, marginalized by the Spanish
governments in the distribution of the gold of the American colonies: “that once poured into the
country had little or no effect upon them, for little or none of it was allowed to reach their

® Those newspapers were: Coffeyville Daily Record. (1906, March 26™), p. 6. Spring Hill New Era. (1906 April 6™), p. 1.
The Louisburg Herald. (1906, April 12™), p. 4. The News-Herald. (1906, April 12™), p. 7. Westphalia Times (1906, April
12™), p. 4. The Dwight Tribune. (1906, April 13™), p. 5. The Portsmouth Herald (1906, April 13"™), p. 3. The Leavenworth
Times. (1906, April 14™), p. 5. Tazewell Republican (1906, May 24™), p. 3. The Holt County Sentinel. (1906, June 22",
p. 3; and Suburbanite Economist. (1906, June 27™), p. 8.

° A similar description is also published in the chronicle of The Star Press (Seeking Spaniards, 1906, p. 4), in which it
was claimed that the Galicians were one of the few civilized races that could withstand malaria and tropical heat.
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mountains.” In other words, besides having qualities comparable to those of the workers in the
United States, they were represented as victims of the unjust Spain that led to its decline.

This newspaper makes an implicit defense of the ICC's decision to hire Galician immigrants for the
works of the Central American canal. Both this and other periodicals appealed to the mental
framework then present in the American reading public, which would facilitate the establishment of a
certain parallel between citizens of the north of the United States and those from Galicia, in defense
of free work as a synonym of responsibility and attachment to individual rights in the face of slave
labor (Bender, 2011, p. 170). It placed the Galicians as the inhabitants of the north, without further
clarification: “the Spaniards of the north, or Gallegos, as they are commonly called from the name of
their ancient kingdom”. And it highlighted their differences with those of southern Spain: “they have
a practicality sometimes missing in their brothers -or cousins, rather- of the southern parts of the
peninsula.”

This idea of the north where the "superior race™ was located, the white, in front of the south inhabited
by the supposedly inferior races, was part of the racist ideology of the time, formulated by the social
sciences when including in their doctrinal body concepts of Darwin's theory of the evolution of
species (the so-called biologization of the social sciences), and which obeyed to the economic and
social needs of Western societies at the time of imperialist expansion (Hering-Torres, 2007, p. 25).
For those mentalities, the best-endowed races, that is, the most virtuous for human development,
would be found further north, losing purity as one descended towards the south (the Latin). They
were ideas that widely penetrated the North American social imaginary (Reid-Merritt, 2018, p. 37).
In this sense, several Latin American authors also elaborated a narrative on the independence of the
subcontinent and the conformation of its nations based on supposed different values originating from
the former metropolis. Frequently, they pitted a virtuous and altruistic Spanish north against poor and
greedy south, assimilating the liberators and creoles to a northern peninsular origin, and the
conquerors and oppressors to the southernmost part. Perhaps the paradigm of this Latino racial vision
is the work of the versatile Venezuelan writer Aristides Rojas (NUfez-Seixas, 2017, p. 423).

Other North American newspapers that published news about the recruitment of Galician workers for
the canal works adopted an informative discourse similar to that of the New York newspaper,
focused on describing the Galician worker's aptitude for this job and his origin from northern Spain.
These are the aspects that LeRoy Park extols in a statement to The Washington Herald: “For
centuries, these northern Spaniards have been renowned as working men. They are not of extra size,
but muscular and strong and very excellent in sticking to their jobs” (At the hotels, 1907, p. 4).
Particularities that the journalist and writer John Foster-Carr had underlined a year before in the
weekly newspaper The Outlook when analyzing the work experience with Galicians brought from
Cuba: “The best of all that have yet been tried are the Gallegos. There are life and spirit in their
North Spanish blood” (Foster-Carr, 1906, p. 120). In other words, besides being workers, the
Galicians did not share the supposed weak spirit and laziness with which the American press
stereotyped the Spaniards in the Cuba war, using the racist categorizations of the time.

In the campaign to try to reassure public opinion about the works of the canal after the serious lack of
effective pick and shovel workers, besides LeRoy Park, middle managers and engineers, civilians,
and soldiers of the ICC participated together with Republican politicians. Lieutenant Colonel Perkins
appeared in the San Francisco Call satisfied with the work performance of the Galician workers,
predicting that they would easily integrate into the gangs of the “blacks” (Thinks Panama..., 1907, p
3, 4). A statement with a clear propaganda intention, as it was false, since Galicians, like other
Spaniards and Europeans, soon also showed a racist attitude, protesting, sometimes harshly, when
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they were required to mix in transport or dining rooms (Pérez, 2007, p. 156). This forced the ICC to
take some measures, such as replacing the black Caribbean policemen who guarded the dormitory
barracks with white agents (Goethals, 1915, p. 71). In short, it was the racist expression of a
substantive confrontation over racial status, work, and wages, sponsored, as already explained, by the
construction company itself.

This racial rivalry was corroborated by Congressman John C. Chaney, after a visit by a commission
of the Congress to the canal works. In an interview with The Washington Herald, he confided that
one of the purposes of hiring Galicians was to stimulate the "indolent” black workers of the
Caribbean through labor competition (At the hotels, 1907, p .6). Meanwhile, the engineer C.
Alexander revealed to The Burlington Free Press (Conditions in Panama, 1906, p. 4) that the good
salary they received (compared to the Antilleans) was due to their qualities, like other newspapers
that pointed them out among the best manual operators in the canal (Wallace, 1910, p. 6) also
affirmed. An opinion shared by the English geographer Vaughan Cornish (1909, p. 108), who
considered the Galicians as resistant as the lItalians, qualified in the United States as the best
European workers.

This image of Galician immigrants circulated in the North American press between 1906 and the first
semester of 1907, a period of intense recruitment of workers for the canal. Subsequently, except in
some specific cases before the end of the works, the media referred to the Spaniards without further
ethnic or geographical details. Some circumstances may have influenced this change: recruitment
had spread to the entire north of the peninsula, leaving the Galicians from being almost the only ones
from Spain. By then the figure of that strange Spaniard, almost non-Spaniard, hard-working, tireless,
and docile had ceased to have propaganda utility with which to cover up the fiasco of hiring Chinese
workers, and the need for workers was no longer pressing.

The protests, strikes, and riots, carried out in the spring of 1907 by Spanish workers, without
distinction of regional origin, demanding better working conditions, did not have a place in the pages
of the North American newspapers as the labor problems of the canal were no longer present on their
agenda (Diebold, 2013, p. 16). This was helped by the arrival in March 1907 of Colonel George
Goethals to the direction of the canal’s works, who surrounded himself with military engineers,
concentrated and hierarchized power in the military-style, and, with the help of journalist Joseph
Buklin Bishop, controlled the dissemination of information about the works in the Zone (Lépez-
Cerezo, 2014, p. 67).

4.4. Creating new perceptions. Image campaign on the Canal works

The recurring statements to the media from people with responsibilities in the construction of the
interoceanic crossing -often military engineers- seem to respond to the existence of a planned
propaganda campaign to improve the image of the project, which had been called into question by
the press in 1905, prompting interpellations to the government in Congress. In this sense, the axis of
the media operation included the diffusion and praise of the labor capacities of Galicians as unskilled
workers with a reputation as docile and hardworking workers in Cuba. They are attributes different
in appearance from those received by Galician immigrants in the usual destinations of emigration in
Latin America, but they are still the reverse. The main difference is that the term “Galician”, besides
the immigrant from Galicia, for the North American press meant Northern Spaniard, a distinctive
ethnic nuance, not attributable to all the others, as has already been pointed out.
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There are no data that allow measuring the result of this image operation in favor of the Galician
workers. But the general dissemination of information with a favorable orientation towards the
recruitment of Galician immigrants, published mainly in newspapers in the geographical areas of the
northeast of the country, the so-called Midwest, California, and, occasionally, in some southern
states is noteworthy. That is, the territories most interested in the future maritime route because of its
potential for the development of trade in these areas and because, through their representatives, they
had supported the Panama route instead of Nicaragua. This was the option of the former southern
states, which considered it more appropriate to their interests (Diaz-Espino, 2004, p. 35).

The person in charge of directing and monitoring the image of the canal's construction was Joseph
Bucklin Bishop, a trusted journalist and personal friend of Roosevelt (Missal, 2009, p. 58)*°, who in
1905 appointed him secretary and head of communication for the ICC, at a time when criticism of
the management of the Panama Canal project was raging. Bishop initially carried out his work from
Washington and, beginning in 1907, from the Canal Zone (Bishop, 2011, p. 27). His task was to
improve the image of the work and prevent “false and the misleading reporting on the Canal”
(Parker 2010, p. 80). In his dealings with newspapers, he relied on two important tools: the ICC’s
reports on the progress of the works and the creation of a weekly newspaper, The Canal Record,
which since 1907 was massively distributed.

In this way, Joseph Bishop managed to divert the center of attention from labor and technical
problems towards construction advances or achievements in the fight against yellow fever that
decimated workers (Sutter, 2016, p. 257), avoiding that most of the deaths were due to pneumonia
and infections associated with poor working conditions and not to that endemic tropical disease
(Sanchez, 2006, p. 86). Bishop managed to provoke other distracting debates in the press on aspects
such as whether the organization of work and the coexistence of thousands of people to build a
mega-work constituted or not a model of a miniature state (Foster-Carr, 1906, pp. 435- 445); a matter
on which various journalists expressed their opinions, who sometimes saw it as an example of
centralization, other times as a cooperative commonwealth, or even as an example of modified
socialism that could mean the materialization of some social utopias (Missal, 2009, p. 136).

The image of Galicians as efficient workers returned to the news at the end of the canal works when
authorities and journalists recalled the difficulties of the process. On the occasion of the 1915 San
Francisco Universal Exhibition, George Goethals, who had been the chief engineer in the Canal
Zone, published a series of articles in which he presented his point of view of the keys to the success
of his management. Among other aspects, he highlighted the vicissitudes of managing the enormous
labor force throughout seven years. He placed the workers from Galicia among the best, highlighting
their resistance and vigor, considering them intelligent but obedient, downplaying the protests they
staged alongside other Spaniards and Europeans (Goethals, 1915, p. 71).

Several writers also contributed to forging this positive stereotype. The adventurer and police chief in
the Canal Zone, Harry Franck, who recounted his experience in Panama in a book, rejected the racist
classification that placed Galicians in an inferior position (Franck, 1913, p. 27). Along with the rest
of the Spaniards, Franck highlighted their work, honesty, and intellectual acuity, “although 70 per
cent of them are wholly illiterate, and he finds them to be, almost universally, such honest, capable
workers and upright citizens” (A Zone Policemen, 1913, p. 27). A testimony shared by the son of the
person in charge of the public image of the construction of the canal, Farnham Bishop, who recalled
in the Boston Evening Transcript (An account in..., 1913, p. 15), that the recruitment of several
thousand peasants from Galicia, strong and healthy, had been a success for the United States.

19 The friendship and collaboration were public. (The Isthmian Canal, 1907, p. 1).
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Meanwhile, The Sun journalist, Rene Bache (1914, p. 11) recounted in a chronicle that Galicians
"have shown themselves to be very efficient™ as workers, and accompanied the text with a symbolic
photographic pose of a group of "Galician workers” who conveyed seriousness, sobriety, and
honesty, three of the most frequent traits recognized by the US press.

The start of World War | on July 28", 1914, just fifteen days before the inauguration of the
Panama Canal, reawakened interest in Spain in public opinion, due to its position as a neutral
power and its geostrategic situation. (Pdez-Camino 2014, p. 14). The press, besides analyzing
Spanish politics regarding the war, again symbolically appreciated the Galician participation in the
works of the canal, possibly influenced by the image campaign for their hiring (The Workers at...,
1915, p. 48). When the Panamanian isthmus was already beginning to be history, in an extensive
report on the neutrality of Spain signed by the editorial director of the relevant The Boston Globe,
James Morgan (1915, p. 45), the Galician workers in Panama were once again most recognized. In
a reflection inspired by the news published by the US press during the works, Morgan concludes
that “the Gallegos were among the most tireless diggers that the American engineers enlisted for
the construction of the Panama Canal”"*.

Thanks to these praiseworthy comments that responded, essentially, to an opportunist and
conjunctural media strategy of the United States government, the rough but strong Galician workers
were able to achieve a certain work prestige in the North American public sphere and some Central
American business circles; However, the stigma as uneducated rural immigrants, docile, and hard-
working workers persisted in the collective imagination as an indelible mark of their origins and
idiosyncrasies.

5. Conclusions

In the framework of the verification of the hypothesis and in response to the specific research
questions formulated at the beginning of this work, the following can be concluded:

1. The hypothesis is confirmed that, compared to the coverage of the Spanish press, which
focused on the terrible working conditions of the emigrants, the North American newspapers
carried out a very different coverage, in which the "Galicians" were the subject of an image
campaign that highlighted their work virtues for ideological and strategic reasons. It can be
concluded, in general, that the image offered by the main US newspapers about the Galician
immigrants who worked in the isthmus was positive, as evidenced by the analyzed reports
and chronicles of The New York Times, The Washington Herald, The Boston Globe, or The
Outlook.

2. This favorable view of the "Gallegos” contradicts some pejorative stereotypes that the
American press had created of Spaniards, especially because of the intense anti-Spanish
propaganda deployed during the Spanish-American war of 1898. At that time, Spain was seen
as an underdeveloped and colonialist country, whose decadence was the antithesis of North
American modernity, both from the technological or economic point of view and in the
context of social and human development.

3. It is important to note that North American anti-Spanishism, truffled with clichés and
negative prejudices about the supposedly indolent and overdue character of Spaniards, was
inspired by a racist discourse that placed them in a lower category, below a higher racial ideal
with an entrepreneurial mindset linked to United States citizens. The anti-Spanishist
imaginary was essentially fueled by a marked feeling of delegitimization towards Spain as a

' This report was published in full days later, on September 26", 1915 by The Washington Herald, (p. 31) and Dayton
Daily News, (p. 45).
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colonial power and cultural model for Latin America, in a clear attempt to displace the
influence of Spain from the American continent and assume a position of political and
economic leadership, as well as a progressive socio-cultural preponderance from the field of
symbolic discourse and media representation.

4. Regarding the identity of Galician immigrants, the American press established a curious
ethnic differentiation concerning Spaniards. This favorable image of the American press
towards the Galician immigrants from the Panamanian isthmus should be seen as a
singularity, especially if one takes into account that the Galicians, traditionally, had been the
object of a stereotypical vulgarization of their character, behavior, and qualities, associated to
scarce socialization, illiteracy, and their rural origin, bearing a negative stigma that extended
to the destinations of the Galician emigration in America. The friendly and differentiated
characterization of the US press towards the Galician workers must be interpreted as
propaganda and an opportunistic strategy in the context of the US authorities' own
management of the construction of the Panama Canal.

5. The virtuous image that spread of the Galician workers must be part of the image campaign
promoted by the United States government since mid-1905, after its failure during the first
year and a half of management in the works of the isthmus. To change the negative
perception of public opinion in his country, President Theodore Roosevelt tried to create a
climate of opinion favorable to the development of the project. The political impossibility of
hiring Asian workers led to the recruitment of hundreds of Galician immigrants in Cuba and,
later, in Galicia, the result of which was satisfactory. However, to disassociate them from
their negative Spanish origin, the ICC decided to affirm and publicize their Galician identity.

6. Regarding the ethnic profile of Galician immigrants, it is relevant to highlight the category
that some media used to refer to them as “North Spanish blood”. This framing obeyed, within
the framework of the racist imaginary of the time, which placed the "virtuous" races in the
north, to an intention of differentiating Galicians ("northern Spaniards™) from the negative
stereotype of Spaniards, existing in the US. Most of the newspapers analyzed influenced their
ethnic differences with other Spaniards, generally disqualified as decadent and lazy, while the
Galicians were seen as strong, manageable, and intelligent workers.

7. The representation of the ethnic archetype of the Galicians was accentuated in two specific
moments during the construction of the canal. The first, between January 1906 and mid-1907,
a period of an intense need to hire workers in which the press describes them as excellent and
tireless workers. And the second, in the final stretch of the works and on the occasion of the
San Francisco fair in 1915, when the press recalled the useful and efficient work of the
Galicians, whose image would still be projected with that same laudatory tone in books
published then and in later years.

8. This positive representation centered on their labor value, although apparently different, is
related to many of the negative stereotypes built about Galicians in the Latin American
countries to which they emigrated en masse. However, paradoxically, despite their marked
ethnic profile in the US press and being the majority contingent among Spanish workers in
the Canal Zone, Galician workers preferred to maintain a fluid or binary identity, generally
leaning toward assuming their Spanish nationality, motivated above all by the racial policy of
the North American government towards the laboring mass, which relegated all peninsular
people and, in general, Europeans to a subordinate position in front of the white men of the
United States.

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 103



RLCS, Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 79, 89-111
[Research] DOI: 10.4185/RLCS-2021-1490| ISSN 1138-5820 | Afio 2021

6. References
32.000 on canal pay roll. (1910, 12 de enero). The Miami News, p. 1.
A Zone Policemen (1913, 27 de abril). The New York Times, p. 27.
Alonso, B. (2013). Constructores de imperios (Traballadores galegos nos Estados Unidos e no canal

de Panamé entre 1900 e 1920).
https://issuu.com/bieitoalonso/docs/construtores de imperios 1 /103

Alonso-Montero, X. (1974) Galicia vista por los no gallegos. Editorial Jucar.
An account in the Isthmus: past and present. (1913, 8 de febrero). Boston Evening Transcript, p.16.

Aralz, C. y Pizzurno, P. (2003). La construccion del Canal de Panama, 1904-1914. Mesoamérica,
24(45), 100-130.

Ardevol-Abreu, A. (2015). Framing o teoria del encuadre en comunicacion. Origenes, desarrollo y
panorama actual en Espafia. Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 70, 423-450.
http://www.revistalatinacs.org/070/paper/1053/23es.html Doi: https://dx.doi.org/10.4185/RLCS-
2015-1053

At the hotels. (1907, 13 de mayo). The Washington Herald, p. 4.

At the hotels. (1907, 27 de marzo). The Washington Herald, p. 6.

Bache, R. (1914, 1 de febrero). Busines of the completed canal. The Sun, p. 11.

Bagués-Quesada, J. (2018). Las lecciones fundamentales de la obra de Mahan: del determinismo

geogréfico al espiritu comercial. Revista del Instituto Espafiol de Estudios Estratégicos, 11, 107-
130. https://revista.ieee.es/article/view/166

Barral-Martinez, M. (2000). Eugenio Montero Rios y el Tratado de Paris. En: D. Kremer (Ed.), Un
século de estudios galegos, Galicia fora de Galicia: actas do VI Congreso Internacional de
Estudios Galegos (621-635). Ediciés do Castro-Universidad de La Habana, Catedra de Cultura
Gallega.

Barrientos-Baez, A, Barquero Cabrero, M. y Garcia Garcia, E. (2018). Posverdad y comunicacion
2.0: el reto periodistico de una era sin periodistas. Revista de Ciencias de la Comunicacion e
Informacion, 23(1), 43-52. http://doi.org/10.35742/rcci.2018.23(1).43-52

Bender, T. (2011). Historia de los Estados Unidos: una nacién entre naciones. Siglo Veintiuno.

Beramendi, J. (2002). Identidad, etnicidad y estado en Espafia: Siglos XIX y XX. En: W. Safran y R.
Maiz (Coords.), Identidad y autogobierno en sociedades multiculturales (113-136). Ariel.

Bigelow, B. (1906, 1 de abril). Facts about conditions in Panama. The Washington Post, p. 10.

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 104


https://issuu.com/bieitoalonso/docs/construtores_de_imperios__1_/103
http://www.revistalatinacs.org/070/paper/1053/23es.html
https://dx.doi.org/10.4185/RLCS-2015-1053
https://dx.doi.org/10.4185/RLCS-2015-1053
https://revista.ieee.es/article/view/166
http://doi.org/10.35742/rcci.2018.23(1).43-52

RLCS, Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 79, 89-111
[Research] DOI: 10.4185/RLCS-2021-1490| ISSN 1138-5820 | Afio 2021

Bishop, Ch. (2011). Lion and the Journalist: The Unlikely Friendship of Theodore Roosevelt and
Joseph Bucklin Bishop. Rowman y Littlefield.

Boyd, C.P. (2002). La imagen de Espafia y de los espafioles en Estados Unidos de Ameérica.
Investigaciones historicas: Epoca moderna y contemporanea, 22, 317-328.

Checa Calderdn, V. y Rodriguez Caguana, T. (2017). Analisis del liderazgo y su relacion con la
motivacion laboral en S.E.R.L.I. Sociedad Pro-Rehabilitacion en Guayaquil en el afio 2016.
Revista de Comunicacion de la SEECI, 44, 155-170.
http://dx.doi.org/10.15198/seeci.2017.44.155-170

Chou, D. (2002). Los chinos en Hispanoamérica. FLACSO.

Conditions in Panama. (1906, 20 de julio). The Burlington Free Press, p. 4.
Cornish, V. (1909). The Panama Canal and its Makers. T. Fisher Unwin.
Cuadriello, J. (2014). Esparioles en Cuba en el siglo XX. Editorial Renacimiento.

De Guzman, M. (2005). Spain’s Long Shadow. The Black Legend, Off-Whiteness, and Anglo-
American Empire. University of Minnesota Press.

Diaz Espino, O. (2004). El pais creado por Wall Street: la historia prohibida de Panama y su canal.
Destino

Diebold, P.C. (2013). Labor Issues During the Construction of the Panama Canal, Young Historians
Conference. Paper 2. http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/younghistorians/2013/oralpres/2

Farias, R. (2010). Viejos estereotipos y nuevos discursos: la vision de Galicia y de los gallegos en
una fraccion de la élite galaico-portefia a mediados de la década de 1940. Madrygal. Revista de
Estudios Gallegos, (13), 51-61. https://dx.doi.org/10.5209/MADR

Feldstein, M. (2006). A muckraking model: Investigative reporting cycles in American History.
Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics, 11(2), 105-120.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1081180X06286780

Fiesta Artistica. (1906,10 de agosto), p. 2.

Formoso, D. y Pena Rodriguez, A. (2018). Los obreros espafioles en la construccion del canal de
Panama: su imagen en la prensa espafiola (1906-1909). Historia Critica, (67), 23-44.
https://doi.org/10.7440/histcrit67.2018.02

Foster-Carr, J. (1906, 23 de junio). The Panama Canal: Building a State. The Outlook, pp. 435-445.
Foster-Carr, J. 1906, 19 de mayo). The Panama Canal: the silver men. The Outlook, p. 120.

Franck, H.A. (1913): Zone policeman 88: a close-range study of the Panama Canal and its workers.
The Century Co.

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 105


http://dx.doi.org/10.15198/seeci.2017.44.155-170
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/younghistorians/2013/oralpres/2
https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/MADR
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1081180X06286780
https://doi.org/10.7440/histcrit67.2018.02

RLCS, Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 79, 89-111
[Research] DOI: 10.4185/RLCS-2021-1490| ISSN 1138-5820 | Afio 2021

Gallegos at home. (1906, 25 de febrero). New York Tribune, pp. 2y 8.

Goethals, G. (1915, 9 de mayo). Col. Goethals Own story of building the Panama Canal. St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, p. 71.

Gonzéalez-Suérez, D. (2005). Los espafioles en Cuba: Conflictos y Estereotipos. ASCE Proceedings,
(15), 205-220.
https://econpapers.repec.org/article/gbaannpro/v_3al5 3ay 3a2005 3aid 3a613.htm

Greene, J. (2004). Spaniards on the Silver roll: Labor troubles and Liminality in the Panama Canal
Zone, 1904-1914. International Labor and Working-Class History 66, 78-98.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0147547904000183

Greene, J. (2011). Los constructores del canal. Radom House Mondadori.
Guerrero, L. y Lorente, J. (1908). Los obreros espafioles en panama. Informe. Rambla y Bouza.

Guidotti, M.; Lojo, M.R. y Farias, R. (2008). Los “gallegos” en el imaginario argentino: literatura,
sainete, prensa. Fundacién Pedro Barrié de la Maza.

Hering Torres, M. (2007). "Raza”: variables historicas. Revista de Estudios Sociales, 26, 16-27.
https://doi.org/10.7440/res26.2007.01

Iglesias-Cruz J. (2012). Galicia y los gallegos en la politica cubana. En: O. Rodriguez Gonzalez, P.
Carballo y B Baltrucsh (Eds.), Novas achegas ao estudo da cultura galega Il: enfoques socio-
historicos e lingulistico-literarios (363-374). Servizo de Publicaciéns da Universidade de A
Coruna.

Kramer, J. (1997). La imagen de Galicia y del gallego en las enciclopedias alemanas. En: D. Kremer
(Ed.), Actas do V Congreso Internacional de Estudios Galegos: Universidade de Tréveris 8-11 de
outubro de 1997 (151-158). Edicios do Castro.

Llevot Cavet, N. y Ldpez Teulén M. P. (2017). Asociaciones africanas en Catalufia: fortalezas y
debilidades. Vivat Academia, Revista de Comunicacion. 141, 55-68.
http://doi.org/10.15178/va.2017.141.55-68

Lojo, M.R. (2016) La Argentina y su criptoidentidad gallega. Olivar, vol. 17(25), sin paginacion.
https://www.olivar.fahce.unlp.edu.ar/article/view/OL 1e002.

Lopez-Cerezo, J. A. (2014). El canal de Panama: una perspectiva histérica y social. Los Libros de
la Catarata.

Los esclavos modernos. (1907, s/f). Madrid Cientifico, (569), p. 1.

Mack, G. (1978). La tierra dividida -Historia del Canal de Panama y otros proyectos del Canal
istmico. Editorial Universitaria.

Magoon, Ch. (1907, 12 de diciembre). Carta a G. Goethal sobre quejas de los emigrantes a sus
familiares. Records of the Panama Canal, 1904-1960, File 2-E-6/Spain, R.G. 185. NARA.

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 106


https://econpapers.repec.org/article/qbaannpro/v_3a15_3ay_3a2005_3aid_3a613.htm
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0147547904000183
https://doi.org/10.7440/res26.2007.01
http://doi.org/10.15178/va.2017.141.55-68
https://www.olivar.fahce.unlp.edu.ar/article/view/OLIe002

RLCS, Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 79, 89-111
[Research] DOI: 10.4185/RLCS-2021-1490| ISSN 1138-5820 | Afio 2021

Maiz, R. (2003). La construccion mediatica de la nacién. Marcos interpretativos identitarios en la
prensa gallega. En: V. Sampedro (Ed.), La pantalla de las identidades: Medios de comunicacion,
politicas y mercados de identidad (105-124). Icaria Editorial.

Marco-Serra, Y. (2012). Son blancos, manejables, y capaces de desarrollarse e integrarse: obreros
espanoles en el canal de Panamd, 1904-1914. Tiempos de América: Revista de historia, cultura 'y
territorio, 19, 71-88.

Marcos Ramos, M., Gonzélez de Garay, B. y Portillo Delgado, C. (2019). La representacion de la
inmigracion en la ficcion serial espafiola contemporanea de prime time. Revista Latina de
Comunicacion Social, 74, 285-307. http://doi.org/10.4185/RLCS-2019-1331

Martinez O’Farrill, L. M. (2019). El color de la piel un factor de discriminacion en la educacion
cubana. Revista de Comunicacion y Salud, 9(1), 39-49.
http://doi.org/10.35669/revistadecomunicacionysalud.2019.9(1).39-49

Martinez O’Farrill, L. (2018). El racismo un problema cultural que puede ser reeducado. Revista de
Comunicacion y Salud, 8(2), 65-76.
http://doi.org/10.35669/revistadecomunicacionysalud.2018.8(2).65-76

Missal, A. (2009). Seaway to the Future: American Social Visions and the Construction of the
Panama Canal. https://uwpress.wisc.edu/books/4492.htm

Montero-Rios, E. (1906, 12 de julio). Carta al presidente del gobierno J. L. Dominguez. Records of
the Panama Canal, 1904-1960, File 2-E-2/Spain, R.G. 185, NARA.

Morgan, J. (1915, 12 de septiembre). Spain neutral for the first time. The Boston Globe, p. 45.

Moya, J. C. (1998). Cousings and Strangers. Spanish Immigrants in Buenos Aires, 1850-1930.
University of California Press.

Moya, J. C. (2008). Tanos e Gaitas: inmigracion, asentamento e competencia simbolica dos italianos
e espariois en Arxentina. Estudos Migratorios, 1(1), 49-79.

Moya, J. C. y Mckeon, A. (2011). World Migration in the Long Twentieth Century. En: M. Adas
(Ed.), Essays on Twentieth Century History (9-53). Temple University Press.

Murado, M. A. (2008). Otra idea de Galicia. Debate.

Navas, L. (1979). El movimiento obrero en Panama (1880-1914). Editorial Universitaria
Centroamericana.

Nifio Gonzélez, J. I. y Linares Herrera, M. P. (2020). Investigar: Accién impostergable. Bibliotecas.
Anales de Investigacion, 16(1), 5-6. www.bnjm.cu/revista-anales/index.php

Nufiez-Seixas, X. M. (2013). Icones littéraires et stéréotypes sociaux: l'image des immigrants
galiciens em Argentine (1800-1960). Presses Universitaires de Franche-Comté.

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 107


http://doi.org/10.4185/RLCS-2019-1331
http://doi.org/10.35669/revistadecomunicacionysalud.2019.9(1).39-49
http://doi.org/10.35669/revistadecomunicacionysalud.2018.8(2).65-76
https://uwpress.wisc.edu/books/4492.htm
http://www.bnjm.cu/revista-anales/index.php

RLCS, Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 79, 89-111
[Research] DOI: 10.4185/RLCS-2021-1490| ISSN 1138-5820 | Afio 2021

Nufiez-Seixas, X. M. (2015). Las patrias ausentes: Estudios sobre historia y memoria de las
migraciones ibéricas (1850-1960). Genueve.

NuUfez-Seixas, X. M. (2017). ¢Negar o reescribir la hispanidad? Los nacionalismos subestatales
ibéricos 'y América Latina, 1898-1936. Historia mexicana, 67(1). 401-458.
http://dx.doi.org/10.24201/hm.v67i1.3447

Paez-Camino, F. (2014) Espafia ante la Primera Guerra Mundial. Universidad de Mayores de
Experiencia Reciproca.

Park, L. (1906, 14 de noviembre) Carta a J. Smith. Records of the Panama Canal, 1904-1960, File 2-
E-2/Spain, R.G. 185. NARA.

Park, L. (1906, 17 de septiembre). Memorando a J. Smith. Records of the Panama Canal, 1904-
1960, File2-E-2/Spain. R.G. 185. National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).

Parker, M. (2010). La fiebre de Panama. La lucha por construir el canal. Random House Digital.

Payne, S. (2003). Los Estados Unidos y Espafia: percepciones, imagenes e Intereses. Cuadernos de
Historia Contemporénea, 25, 155-167.

Pérez, J.M. (2007). Pro mundi beneficio: los trabajadores gallegos en la construccion del Canal de
Panama, 1904-1914. Fundacion Pedro Barrié de la Maza.

Procter, B. (1998). William Randolph Hearst: The Early Years, 1863-1910. Oxford University Press.

Reid-Merritt, P. (Ed.) (2018). A State-by-State History of Race and Racism in the United States.
(vol.1). Greenwood.

Repatriating laborers (1914, 28 de octubre). The Canal Record, p. 3

Rodrigo-Alsina, M. y Medina, P. (2009). Los medios de comunicacion en contextos interculturales.
Sociedad y Discurso, (16), pp. 21-39.

Roediger, D. R. y Esch, E.D. (2012). The production of difference: race and the management of
labor in US history. Oxford University Press.

Rothbard, M. N. (1996). Origins of the Welfare State in America. Journal of Libertarian Studies,
12(2), 193-232.

Sanchez, G. B. (2006) El Canal de Panamé y sus vidas. Vidas y muertes durante el periodo de
construccion del Canal de Panama (1904-1914). Hats of Books.

Sanchez-Cobos, A. (2008). Sembrando Ideales: anarquistas espafioles en Cuba, 1902-1925. CSIC.

Sandrad, E. (1907, febrero-marzo). Informes sobre la huida de trabajadores de la Zona del Canal.
Records of the Panama Canal, 1904-1960, File 2-E-3/Spain, R. G. 185. NARA.

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 108


http://dx.doi.org/10.24201/hm.v67i1.3447

RLCS, Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 79, 89-111
[Research] DOI: 10.4185/RLCS-2021-1490| ISSN 1138-5820 | Afio 2021

Santacruz Espinoza, A., Montenegro Muguerza, H., Pizarro Alejandro, A. y Estacio Flores, H.
(2020). Liderazgo transformacional y desarrollo sostenible ambiental verde en docentes de la
Universidad Nacional HerminioValdizan. Revista de Comunicacion de la SEECI, 53, 135-151.
https://doi.org/10.15198/seeci.2020.53.135-151

Seeking Spaniards. (1906, 6 de febrero). The Star Press, p. 4,

Shaffer, K. R. (2011). Contesting internationalists: Transnational anarchism, anti-imperialism and
US expansion in the Caribbean, 1890s-1920s. Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América Latina y el
Caribe, 22(2), 11-38. http://eial.tau.ac.il/index.php/eial/article/view/283

Shonts broke pledge on Chinese Gompers (1906, 12 de Agosto). The New York Times, p. 4.

Shonts, T. (1915). The railroad Panama.” En: 1. E. Bennett (Ed.), History of the Panama Canal: its
construction and builders (pp. 202-209). Historical Publishing Company.

Soto Lara, J., Chavez Zlhiga, P. y Dallmann, J. (2019). Inmigrantes del Per( en la prensa de Chile:
El caso de "La Estrella” de Arica (2000-2010). Historia y Comunicacion Social, 24(2), 649-664.
https://doi.org/10.5209/hics.66306

Stevens, J. (1915). “The true of history”. En: 1. E. Bennett (Ed.), History of the Panama Canal: its
construction and builders (210-224). Historical Publishing Company.

Sutter, P.S. (2016). "The First Mountain to Be Removed: Yellow Fever Control and the
Construction of the Panama Canal. Environmental History, 21(2), 250-259.
https://doi.org/10.1093/envhis/emv165

Teijeiro-Fuentes, M. A. (1996). Galicia y los gallegos en la literatura espafiola del Siglo de Oro.
Scriptura (11), 203-246.

The Isthmian Canal. (1907, 26 de junio). The National Tribune, p. 1.

The Workers at Panama. (1915, 7 de abril). The Pittsburgh Press, p. 48.

Thinks Panama Canal will be finished in seven years. (1907, 8 de julio). San Francisco Call, p. 3.
Twiss, R. (1907, 2 de enero). A Gallego’s Shelter. The Daily Telegram, p. 3.

Vaquerizo Dominguez, E. (2019). Medios étnicos, adaptacion al ecosistema digital y usos de la

diaspora migrante. Vivat Academia, Revista de Comunicacién. 149, 127-151.
http://doi.org/10.15178/va.2019.149.127-151

Varela-Lago, A. M. (2008). Conquerors, immigrants, exiles: the Spanish diaspora in the United
States (1848-1948) (Tesis doctoral, UC San Diego). UC San Diego Electronic Theses and
Dissertations. https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4m7181hk

Vidal-Rodriguez, J. A. (2003). La inmigracion espafiola en Cuba durante la primera ocupacion
militar norteamericana (1899-1902): El control del mercado laboral. En: Migraciones y Exilios:

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 109


https://doi.org/10.15198/seeci.2020.53.135-151
http://eial.tau.ac.il/index.php/eial/article/view/283
https://doi.org/10.5209/hics.66306
https://doi.org/10.1093/envhis/emv165
http://doi.org/10.15178/va.2019.149.127-151
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4m7181hk

RLCS, Revista Latina de Comunicacion Social, 79, 89-111
[Research] DOI: 10.4185/RLCS-2021-1490| ISSN 1138-5820 | Afio 2021

Cuadernos de la Asociacion para el Estudio de los Exilios y Migraciones Ibéricos
Contemporéneos, 4, 31-49.

Vidal-Rodriguez, J. A. (2005). La emigracién gallega a Cuba: trayectos migratorios, insercién y
movilidad laboral, 1898-1968. CSIC.

Wagenknecht, E. (1982). American Profile, 1900-1909. University of Massachusetts Press.
Wallace, A. (1910, 10 de enero). Wasington Gosip. The St. Louis Star and Times, p. 6.
Walls Ramirez, M. (2020). Aportes de la comunicacion para la difusion del patrimonio cultural.

Revista de Ciencias de la Comunicacion e Informacion, 25(1), 49-55.
http://doi.org/10.35742/rcci.2020.25(1).49-55

AUTHORS

Alberto Pena-Rodriguez

Alberto Pena-Rodriguez has a Ph.D. (with a European Mention) in Information Sciences from the
Complutense University of Madrid, in History from the UNED, and is an associate professor of
History of Propaganda at the University of Vigo. Among other universities, he has been a professor
or visiting researcher at Harvard University, University of California Berkeley, Brown University,
and the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. Among his latest publications are News on the
American dream. A history of the Portuguese press in the United States (University of Massachusetts
Press, in press) and Salazar and Franco. The alliance of Iberian fascism against republican Spain:
diplomacy, press, and propaganda (Ediciones Trea, 2017).

alberto@uvigo.es

ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8667-6287

GoogleScholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=jGDGCgsAAAAI&hl=es

David Formoso-Véazquez

David Formoso-Vazquez is a journalist and associate professor at the University of Vigo for which
he has a doctorate in social sciences. His main line of research is the history of communication to
which his articles The representation in the Spanish press of the speech of President Theodore
Roosevelt in defense of the construction of the Panama Canal or The Spanish workers in the
construction of the Panama Canal: their image in the Spanish press (1906-1909) respond. As a
journalist, he carried out this profession for 27 years at RTVE, of which during 17 he held various
positions of responsibility in Galicia. He also worked in El Pais, La Voz de Galicia, and EI Correo
Gallego. He is awarded "Mestre Mateo" for the documentary Man, home sen paz.
davidformoso@uvigo.es

ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5757-0392

GoogleScholar: https://scholar.google.es/citations?hl=es&user=pukNMaAAAAAJ

Received: 10/04/2020. Accepted: 04/08/2020. Published: 24/03/2021 110


http://doi.org/10.35742/rcci.2020.25(1).49-55
mailto:alberto@uvigo.es
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8667-6287
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=jGDGCgsAAAAJ&hl=es
mailto:davidformoso@uvigo.es
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5757-0392
https://scholar.google.es/citations?hl=es&user=pukNMaAAAAAJ

